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Growing 
Vegetables  

In  
Containers

Peggy Griffith

Master Gardener 2003

When garden space is limited, any 
vegetable can easily be grown in large 

containers. But in order to be successful you 
must first………..                            

choose those varieties suitable for 
growing in containers.
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The seed packet or seedling tag information 
should include whether or not the varieties 
are suitable for container gardening. Most 
varieties with "bush" or "patio" in their name 
do well in containers and many determinate
varieties of tomatoes will also do well. 
Indeterminate varieties do not tolerate 
container growing very well. 

How to treat your vegetables
Treat them just like your annuals!!

Use the same type of potting soil, don’t use soil from the 
ground

Use the same fertilizer as annuals, use a water soluble every 
1-2 weeks

Water thoroughly, the larger the plant                                  
the more water it will require

Use cages or trellises as needed
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Size Matters

1 gallon container can grow a smaller vegetable, but 
remember how often you will have to water a smaller 
container.
Most of your leafy vegetables, lettuce, cabbage and 
herbs the root system is smaller therefore a shallow 
container can be used. 

Basil, Parsley, Chives

3 gallon containers you can grow medium sized 
vegetables like: peppers, eggplant, squash

Let it grow along the railing of your deck

5-10-15 gallon container, larger tomatoes, 
vine crops, etc.  Tomatoes require a      
deeper soil to grow in and lots of water. 

Cucumber
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Companion Planting
Good Companions:
Beans, carrots, squash
Eggplant, beans
Tomatoes, basil, onions
Lettuce, herbs
Spinach, chard, onions

Combinations to Avoid:
Beans with onions and garlic
Carrots with dill or fennel
Tomatoes or squash with potatoes
Onions with beans and peas

When combining several different types 
of plants in one pot, it's best to match 
plants that have a similar need for water 
and fertilizer. For example, rosemary, 
which likes hot and relatively dry 
conditions, would not be a good match 
with water-hungry cucumbers. To 
maximize space, you might want to 
combine a trailing plant with an upright 
plant.

Some plants actually grow better when 
grown near a compatible companion. On 
the other hand, some plants don't seem 
to grow as well when paired with certain 
plants. Sometimes the reasons are 
simple (carrots, dill and fennel are all in 
the same plant family and will compete 
for the same nutrients) but others are 
more mysterious. 

Flowers for example make good companion plants as well as adding 
beauty. They can attract predators to go after pests and they bring 

bees to your garden for pollinating your fruit.
Aromatic weeds and herbs help confuse hungry pests that might go 
after your crops. Their fragrances can distract pests away or mask 

the odor from the pests’ normal favorite plants
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Generally, root crops and leaf crops can 
tolerate partial shade, but vegetables 
grown for their fruits generally need at 
least 6 hours of full, direct sunlight each 
day, and perform better with 8 to 10 
hours.

Also, since soil in pots warms up 
more quickly in spring than it does in 
the ground, you can get a tomato or 
pepper off to a faster start. And tall 
pots make it easier for gardeners with 
limited mobility to tend crops without 
kneeling or squatting. 

On most fertilizer packages 
you want to look for a 
set of three numbers. 
These numbers tell you the 
percentages of  (NPK)
nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium
(in that order) in the 
product.
Each element is critical for 
plant health. 

Nitrogen (N) encourages 
green, leafy growth.
Phosphorus (P) 
contributes to root, fruit and 
flower development. 
Potassium (K) helps to 
maintain plant vigor, works 
on the roots. 
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Watering
• Water as needed

• Water thoroughly, not lightly

• Water should drain from 
bottom

You don’t have to be 
chained to your 

containers. Run a drip 
system from your 
existing sprinkler 

system to water your 
containers.

More on Watering
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Let’s talk Tomato
Will this year be better than 2011?

Tip: Add mulch to the top of the soil 
when planting tomatoes it will help 
keep them from drying out as much 
and from water splashing up on the 
bottom leaves. 

ALL containers MUST have a drain 
hole and always sit containers up off 
patios, decks to protect surfaces. 

We HOPE!

Sun Coleus, Petunias, Hibiscus, V. Swedish Ivy/Candle Vine, Tomato Plant
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Use cages

Cucumbers need to 
be supported.

We can grow larger 
variety of tomato 
plants.

With a large enough 
container you can 
grow anything!

Patio Tomato 
Plant

Look for 
compact 
bush 
varieties 

Tomatoes 
love egg 
shells and 
lots of water
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Hanging Baskets

This year alone they are introducing 9 new varieties 
of cherry tomato’s great for hanging baskets. 

Cherry Falls Grows only 6” tall, but cascades for 
36” of vines

Red Rambling Stripe, trailing, 14” tall and 36” 
vining; high yields

Gold Rambling Stripe (cherry) trailing 14” tall and 
36” vining; high yields

Little Sun (yellow cherry) 10” tall and 14” wide 
dwarf, not trailing, early 50 days

Lizzano (red cherry), disease resistant; trailing 20” 
long and 20” wide, yields late into the season

Terenzo (red cherry) 16” tall and 20” trailing, crack 
resistant, yields all season

Sweet ’N Neat Scalet Improved (red cherry)10-12” 
tall; compact, very high sugar content

X
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Succession 
Planting………….
it means you 
replace varieties 
once they’re done 
bearing with 
something else. 
Example the 
lettuce in this 
container will fade 
in summer, 
allowing the 
eggplant, pepper, 
lemon verbena to 
take over.

Ideas for Potatoes

• Potatoes can be grown 
in garbage cans or 
compost bins

• Plant seed potato near 
the bottom, layer with 
soil or straw each time 
the plant grows 5-6 
inches, leaving about 2 
inches of vine 
uncovered each time.
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Don’t Forget The Herbs
Keep mint in it’s place.

Chives are as pretty as any flower. 

Always fresh and on hand for cooking.

Can be dried and frozen for winter use.

Herbs
Annuals 

-Basils
-Sages

Perennials
-Mints
-Thymes
-Rosemary
-Sages
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Herbs Do Well 
In Sunny 

Windowsills

Remove labels from cans of 
various sizes. Wash, dry, 
then spray the cans with 
primer. Allow to dry. Spray 
primed cans with desired 
colors. Tape off areas for 
striping and paint stripes or 
stripe by hand; let dry. Using 
a stenciling sponge, make 
polka dots along the stripes 
or tops of cans; let dry. Spray 
cans with clear-coat sealer.

Painted Can Planters

Recycle Reuse
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Spray them with insecticidal 
soap or horticultural oil. Handpick 
and destroy tomato hornworms. 

Pests

PREVENTION A simple 
blast of water
twice a week

should eliminate the use of chemicals 
when it comes to 

aphids, spider mites and scale.

OR

Aphids are usually found on more of your leafy 
vegetables, lettuce, radishes, spinach.

Symptoms and Cause: Tiny insects are clustered on plant stems, mostly 
on tender young growth. They may be green, black or gold, depending on 
species. When you try to touch them, they barely move. A few of the 
largest ones may have tiny wings. Aphids feed by sucking plant juices. 
Aphids weaken plants but seldom kill them.

Do not apply insecticidal soap until evening during hot, sunny weather or 

leaves may become injured.

Always check 
the underside                        

of the leaf.
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* Aphids come in a variety of colors, black, gold, green

* Male or females can have babies

* They can be born, pregnant

* A single aphid can produce up to 80 babies a week

Did 

you 

know…

No wonder they are hard to control….

Spider mites are found on tomatoes, peppers, beans.

What to look for: Tiny spider mites can be detected by taking a piece of white 
paper and striking some plant foliage over it. The mites can be seen walking on 
the paper but are very small, less than 1/50 inch. 
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Safe-Simple-GREEN Recipe

• Combine 4 TBSP Soap Concentrate or

• 1 TBSP Dishwashing Soap

• 1 TBSP Vegetable Oil

• 8 cups lukewarm water

• Spray every 5-7 days till no signs of 
mites/aphids

Master Gardener Hotline
660-0190
Weekdays

March-October
Answer any gardening 

question you have!


